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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors 
of  the  Urban  District  of  Penrith, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Mrs,  Wilson  and  Gentlemen: 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1955. 

The  Birth  Rate  of  16,39  is  slightly  less  than  the  rate  for  the 
previous  year  which  was  17.87.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  15,0( 

The  Death  Rate  for  1955  is  14.39  is  higher  than  the  1954  rate  whicl 
was  12,73.  The  rate  for  the  Country  as  a  v/hole  is  11,7 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  11.62  is  much  lower  than  that  of 
the  previous  year  which  was  21,28, 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  24.9. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  rate  is  again  Nil.  It  is  ten  years  since 
there  was  a  death  from  Puerperal  or  Maternal  causes. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  remains  comparatively  light. 

In  the  body  of  this  report  I  have  referred  to  the  continual  freedom 
from  Diphtheria,  thanks  to  immunisation, 

I  would  like  to  support  Mr.  Birkbeck’s  scheme  for  Chlorinating 
the  town  water  supply.  Although  the  water  is  of  excellent  quality 
there  is  alv/ays  a  risk,  however  slight,  that  it  may  be  polluted 
accidentally  and  chlorination  would  be  an  insurance  against  harmful 
consequences. 

Housing  has  received  the  earnest  consideration  of  the  Council 
during  the  year  and  a  site  has  been  earmarked  for  old  people's 
dwellings. 

Consideration  has  also  been  given  to  the  provision  of  additional 
public  conveniences,  which  are  badly  needed  but  no  decision  has  yet 
been  reached, 

I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the  Council 
and  to  my  colleagues  on  the  staff  for  their  willing  help  and  support, 

I  am,  Mrs,  Wilson  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

I.  SPEDDING  JONES, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


GENERAL  STATISTICS; 


Area  of  District  in  acres  ,,, 
Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 
Population  at  Census  of  1931 
Population  at  Census  of  1953 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end 
according  to  Rate  Books 

Rateable  Value*,.  . . 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  •  9 

•  •  • 

7,576 

Resident 

Population  ,,, 

10,490 

•  •  • 

•  09 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9,063 

•  ♦  •  ^  ♦ 

of  1955) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

10,490 

•  •  • 

•  9  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3,206 

•  •  # 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  t  • 

£71,641 

•  ♦  • 

•  •  9 

•  •  • 

•  9  • 

£  282 

POPULATION; 

The  Registrar-General's  1955  estimate  of  resident  population 
of  10,490  shows  a  decrease  of  30  on  the  previous  year. 


The  following  table  gives  the  estimated  population  for  the 
last  ten  years  ;- 


Year, 


Registrar-General ’ s 
estimated  population. 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 
195h 
1955 


9.418 

9,653 

9,730 

10,500 

10,410 

10,670 

10,620 

10,350 

10,470 

10,520 

10,490 


VITAL  STATISTrcS  FOR  THE  DISTRICT; 


LIVE  BIRTHS; 


Total. 


Males,  Females , 


Total  live  births .  172 

Legitimate  *•*  «•*  ***  ,••  160 

Illegitimate,,,  ,,,  ...  12 


97 

90 

7 


75 

70 

5 


BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  of  estimate  resident  population  16*39 


STILL  BIRTHS 


Total. 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate, , . 


•  ••  •••  ••• 

•  •  •  t  •  • 


Total  still  births,,, 

RATE  PER  1,000  (live  and  still  births) 
DEATHS; 


3 

0 

3 


Males, 

1 

0 

1 


All  causes 


•  •• 


151 


DEATH  RATE  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  population 

3. 


83 


Females. 

2 

0 

2 


17*14 


68 


14*39 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ,,,  ,,,  ,,, 

Deaths  from  other  Maternal  Causes  . 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ,,,  ,,, 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births,,. 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  . . 


There  were  twelve  illegitimate  infants  born  in  1955> 
the  same  number  as  in  1954  but  there  was  one 
death  in  1955. 

DEATHS  from  Cancer  (all  ages).,  ,,,  . . 

Measles  (all  age s)  ,,,  •••  **. 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . 


NIL 

NIL 

11. 62 
6,25 
83.33 


23 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 


There  were  two  deaths  of  infants  during  the  year  giving 
an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  11,62  per  thousand  live  births. 
The  causes  of  death  are  given  in  the  following  table 


|1-24 

{hours. 

1-4 

days. 

4  :  6  -  12  1  Total, 

weeks, i  months,  | 

Prematurity  ,,,  ,,, 

1 

1  1 

-  i  -  i  ^ 

Congenital  Malformation 
(Spinal  Befida,)  ,,, 

1 

1  1 

1  -  !  1 

‘  -  !  ■  i 

i 

j  TOTALS 

- 

2 

:  !  ! 

i  -  !  2  i 

'  1 

.  ,.L  i  1 

4. 


TABLE  SHOWING  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  ENGLAND  MD  WALES  AS  A 
WHOLE  AND  CERTAIN  GROUPS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP  CUIffiERLAND  FOR  THE 
YEAR  1955 


! 

Birth 

Rate,  ^ 

.  . 

Crude 

Death 

Rate, 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate, 

England  and  Wales  ,,, 

15.0 

11.7 

24.9  ! 

Administrative  County  of  Cumberland 

1 6,4 

12.2 

28.4 

Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland 
(including  Boroughs  of 

Workington  and  Whitehaven). 

16.7 

12.2 

I 

I 

27.3 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 

16. 1 

12,3 

29.2  i 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OP  PENRITH 

16.9 

14. 39 

11,62 

The  follov/ing  table  shows  the  birth  rate,  death  rate  and 
infantile  mortality  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  during 
the  past  ten  years 


Year, 

Birth  Rate, 

Death  Rate, 

Infantile  j 

Mortality  Rate, 

1946 

23.20 

13.98 

31.25  1 

1947 

20, 14 

15.93 

35.71  i 

1948 

19.23 

12.47 

24. 75  ' 

1949 

17.39 

15.00 

38.67  j 

1950 

18.65 

12.72 

15.62  ! 

1951 

16,64 

13.18 

29.41 

1952 

15.60 

12,90 

24. 70  : 

1953 

15.14 

12,22 

24.70  i 

1954 

17.87 

12,73 

21 . 28  ! 

1955 

16.9 

14. 39 

11,62  ! 

MTERNAL  MORTAL  IT  Y ;  -  There  v/ere  no  deaths  from  this  cause  during 

1955t  The  following  table  gives  the  maternal  mortality  rate  for 
the  last  ten  years 


Year, 

No;  of  births 
( live  &  still) , 

Deaths, 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  ; 
1,000  live  and  still  births,  | 

^  1 

i 

1946 

229 

NIL 

NIL  J 

1947 

200 

NIL 

NIL  : 

1948 

204 

NIL 

NIL  1 

1949 

184 

NIL 

NIL  1 

1950 

196 

NIL 

NIL 

1951 

170 

NIL 

NIL 

1952 

168 

NIL 

NIL 

1953 

168 

NIL 

NIL 

1954 

195 

NIL 

NIL 

1955 

175 

NIL 

NIL 

5. 


TUBERCULOSIS; 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  cases  notified 
during  1955*  There  was  one  death  from  Tuberculosis  during 
the  year 


New  Cases, 

Deaths, 

Ages, 

1 

Respirat¬ 

ory, 

Non- 

Respiratory, 

Respirat¬ 

ory, 

Non- 

Respiratory, 

M. 

P. 

M, 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

0  -  1 

— 

— 

“ 

1  -  5 

— 

— 

— 

5-15 

— 

* 

1 

- 

— 

- 

15  -  25 

— 

2 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

25  -  35 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  -  45 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  -  55 

3 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

55  -  65 

65  -  and 

•• 

•• 

•• 

* 

upwards. 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

■ 

" 

TOTALS;- 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  1955 


Males, 

Pemales, 

Total, 

Pulmonary  . 

37 

39 

76 

Non-Pulmonary  •  •  • 

11 

6 

17 

- 

All  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  ;- 

- —  ■■■  ■ 

48 

— 

45 

93 

At  the  end  of  1955  there  were  93  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  T.B, 
Register,  Twelve  new  cases  were  added  to  the  Register  during  1955; 
one  case  was  removed  from  the  Register  having  recovered,  one  left  the 
district  and  one  case  died, 

6* 


Below  is  a  table  giving  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  in  the  area  during  the  past  ten  years 


Year, 

( 

Pulmonary, 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

M, 

p. 

M, 

P. 

1  1946 

3  ! 

3 

6 

1947 

1  I 

4 

— 

2 

7 

I  1948 

3  i 

1 

1 

5 

1949 

3  I 

1 

— 

- 

4 

i  1950 

1 

4 

- 

5 

1  1951 

2 

— 

mm 

2 

i  1952 

- 

- 

- 

i  1953 

1  i 

- 

— 

** 

1 

1954 

- 

- 

— 

— 

I  1955 

t 

1 

— 

1 

I  consider  this  table  very  satisfactory.  It  corresponds 
with  the  improvement  that  has  taken  place  during  recent  years  in 
the  Country,  as  a  whole. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  the  year  1954»  in  1939?  26,622  persons  died 
from  Tuberculosis  and  in  1954  the  figure  was  7s897. 

The  percentage  decline  from  1939  is  68  per  cent, 

PREVEIfTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS; 

During  the  year  the  County  Health  Authority  with  the  consent 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  commenced  BCG  vaccination  of  the  13 
years  old  group  of  school  children  attending  the  County  Schools, 
The  follov^ing  tables  show  the  work  done  during  the  year  in  the 
Penrith  Urban  District, 


7. 


RESULTS  OP  hi/iNTOUX  TESTING  AND  B.C.G.  VACCINATION  IN  E.4ST  CUMBERLAND 
UP  TO  AND  INCLUDING  31  ST  DECEMBER,  1955.  PENRITH  m^BAI^  DISTRICT 

15/14  YE/iR  OLD  AGE  GROUP. 
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IvIEASLES:  The  182  cases  of  Measles  occurred  during  the  first  six  weeks  of  1955*  They 

were  the  continuation  of  the  102  cases  which  mostly  occurred  in  November  and  December  1954. 

V/HOOPING  COUGH;  The  incidence  of  the  disease  was  slight.  There  were  only  twelve  cases 
notified  as  compared  v/ith  eighty-six  the  previous  year. 


SONNE  DYSENTERY;  Fourteen  cases  were  reported  during  the  year  as  compared  with 
seventeen  the  previous  y®ar.  These  were  sporadic  cases  fro  a  different  parts  of 
the  town.  Dysentery  is  contracted  by  personal  contact,  anc?  the  only  way  of 
prevention  is  by  a  high  standard  of  personal  hygiene. 
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illy  iUUUWiJIU  UUiy  the  numoer  or  deaths  anA  notifications  of 

Diphtheria  in  England  and  Wales  and  Penrith  Urban  District  since  1946 


CAUSE  OP  DEATH: 


Cause. 

M. 

P. 

Total, 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  ... 

1 

! 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  •••  ...  ... 

- 

- 

j  „ 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

j 

4. 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

j 

5.. 

Whooping  Cough . . 

- 

- 

- 

6, 

Meningococcal  infection  . . 

- 

i  - 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  •«.  ...  ... 

- 

- 

i  ^ 

i 

8. 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

— 

1  ^ 

i 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

- 

1  _ 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach.,  ... 

2 

3 

i  5 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

- 

4 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ..  ... 

- 

1 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

- 

- 

- 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms  ...  ... 

6 

7 

13 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia. .  ...  ... 

- 

- 

1  - 

16. 

Diabetes. ..  ...  ...  ...  .*• 

2 

- 

i  2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  systems 

15 

20 

1  35 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ... 

10 

4 

i  14 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

2 

1 

'  3 

20. 

Other  heart  diseases...  ...  ... 

22 

22 

i  44 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ... 

4 

3 

!  7 

22. 

Influenza, .  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

i  - 

23. 

Pneumonia..  ...  . . 

- 

- 

j  _ 

24. 

Br on  chitis,  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3 

- 

I  3 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

- 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

27. 

G-astritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ,,. 

- 

- 

- 

29. 

Hsrperplasia  of  prostate  ...  .,. 

1 

- 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ,., 

2 

- 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases  ...  ,,. 

2 

5 

7 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ... 

2 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ... 

3 

2 

5 

35. 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

- 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operation  ...  .,. 

- 

— 

- 

ALL  CAUSES:- 

83 

68 

151 

13. 


AmUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING  NOTIFICATIONS. 

(Corrected ) , 


FOOD  POISONING;  No  cases  of  food  Poisoning  were  reported  during 
the  year, 

MEAT  INSPECTION  AT  PENRITH  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR;  Mr.  Sharp  is  reporting 
on  the  work  of  meat  inspection  carried  out  at  the  Penrith  Abattoir, 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS  1938  -  1950:  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Garratt, 

chief  Executive  Officer  of  the  County  Council  for  the  administration 
of  these  Acts  and  for  the  following  report  on  the  number  of  samples 
taken  in  the  area  during  the  year  1955 


Number  of  samples  taken  in  the  area  of  the  Penrith 
Urban  District  Council  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  1938  -  1950,  and  the  Defence  (Sale  of  Food) 
Regulations,  1943  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December,  1955* 


1  MILK 

j 

OTHER  THAN  MILK,  • 

- 1 

TOTAL  SAMPLES.  I 

1 

1  Genuine, 

1 

Not  Genuine, 

1 

Genuine, I  Not  Genuine, 

I 

i 

t 

t 

1 

■  i 

13  : 

i 

29  I 

Schedule  of  Articles  Sampled 

Other  than  Milk, 


Beef  suet. 

Butter, 

Extract  of  Beef, 
Fish  Cakes, 
Gelantine  Compound 
Lard, 


Malt  Vinegar, 

Marzipan, 

Mincemeat, 

Mixed  Cut  Peel, 
Orange  fruit  juice 
Pork  Sausage, 


14. 


HOUSING;  Progress  was  made  during  the  year*  The  Council  decided 
to  prepare  for  Slum  Clearance  by  extending  their  building  programme. 
The  provision  of  one  hundred  new  houses  on  Milner  Mount  was  commenced 
in  July  1955  and  is  progressing  satisfactorily.  The  Carleton  Camp 
is  slowly  disappearing. 

No  actual  Slum  Clearance  was  done  in  1955  but  action  was  taken 
on  Individual  unfit  houses,  particulars  of  which  are  given  below 

Individually  Unfit  Houses. 


+ 

+ 


+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


Demolition  Orders , 


No.  8  Drovers  Lane,  Penrith.  (Still  standing)  1 

Three  Crowns  Yard  ”  *'  ”  1 

Nos.  36-37  Stricklandgate  "  ”  ”  2 

Closing  Orders  (Sect, 12.  Housing  Act,  1936) 

No,  2  Dockray  Lodge,  Penrith,  1 

(Basement  dwelling) 


Closing  Orders  (Sect,  10,  Local  Government 
Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act~1953 


No,  24  Priargate,  Penrith*  1 
No.  la  Newlands  Terrace  '*  1 
No,  7  Sandgate  ”  1 
No,  12  Brewery  Yard  ’*  1 
No.  i3  '»  »»  i 
No.  6  "  ’•  '»  1 
No,  15-16  Grisenthwaite  Yard  2 
Nos,  9-14  Grisenthwaite  Court  ’*  6 
No,  17  Pembroke  Place  "  1 
No,  14  Benson  Row  *'  1 
No,  3  Brown  Yard  ”  1 
No,  10  Bailey  Yard  *’  1 
No,  11  Bailey  Yard  ”  1 


+  Brought  forward  from  1954* 


It  is  hoped  that  some  Slum  Clearance  will  be  done  in  1956 
including  the  Council’s  own  sub-standard  property  and  the  properties 
which  are  the  subject  of  Pre-war  clearance  orders. 


15. 


NEW  HOUSES: 

since  194^* 


The  follov/ing  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  built 


i19  :  19  i  19  i 

19 

19 

19 

19 

19 

19 

19  i 

! 

:U6  ;  47  i  48  i 

49 

50 

51 

52  i  53 

54 

55  ^ 

By  the  Council 

I  -  i 10  j  56  : 

24 

32 

24 

70 

28 

22 

14  i 

1  Private 

1 

i  6  1  410 

j  !  1 

5 

5 

8 

14  !  12 

10 

1  i 
1 
1 

1  TOTALS; 

1  6  ‘ 14  1  66 

29 

37 

32 

84  1  40 

32 

15  1 

Total  number  of  houses  completed  by  the  Council  and  privately  since 
1946  is  415. 


HOUSING  ACT  1949.  SECTION  20; 

TABLE  OF  DWELLINGS  IN  RESPECT  OF  WHICH  IfiPROVEMENT 

GRANTS  HAVE  BEEN  NIADE  UP  TO  31  ST  DECEMBER  1954 

No,  1  Platt  Cottage,  Benson  Row,  Penrith, 

No,  2  Platt  Cottage,  Benson  Row,  " 

Long  Bank  Cottage,  Maiden  Hill,  " 

Skirsgill  Lodge,  ” 

No,  11  West  Lane,  ” 

No,  50  Wordsworth  Street,  ’* 

Thacka  Gate,  Milton  Street,  ” 

Thacka  House,  ”  ’* 

No.  5  Newlands  Terrace,  *' 

No.  3  Harrison  Yard,  " 

No.  30  Wordsworth  Street,  " 

Greengill  Cottage,  " 

No,  2  Alexandra  Road,  " 

No,  28  Mill  Street,  " 

No,  7  Wordsworth  Terrace,  '* 

No,  13  Brunswick  Road,  ” 

SCHOOLS;  All  schools  were  again  inspected  during  the  year. 

The  new  Tynefield  Secondary  Modern  School  was  opened  in 

September, 

SCHOOL  CLINIC;  The  new  school  clinic  including  the  Health  Visitors 
flat  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  has  been  in  use  since 
January  1956, 


1st  January  to  31st 
December  1955. 


16. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Part  I  of  the  Act, 

1,  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health, 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector), 


i 

Premises, 

Num¬ 

ber 

Number  of 

I 

on 

Register, 

Inspect-  j 
ions,  I 

V/ritten 

Notices, 

Occupiers  i 

prosecuted,  j 

(i)  Factories 
in  which 
sections 
1j2j3j^  & 

6  are  to 
be  enfor¬ 
ced  by 

Local 

Authorities, 

i 

12 

j 

I 

4 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories 

not  includ¬ 
ed  in  (i) 
in  which 
Section  7 
is  enfor¬ 
ced  by  the 
Local 
Authority, 

74 

45 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

(iii)  Other 

Premises 
in  which 
Section  7 
is  enfor¬ 
ced  by 
the  Local 
Authority 
( excluding) 
outworkers 
premises) , 

2 

I 

-I 

i 

1 

TOTALS;- 

88 

50 

2 

i 

M  1 

- i 

17. 


2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  V/ERE  POUND 


J 

1 

Number 

of  cases 

in  which  defects 

Number  of 

Partic- 

were  found. 

cases  in 

ulars. 

which 

Referred 

prosecut- 

Remed- 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

ions  were 

Pound, 

ied. 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

tor. 

tor. 

^  V7ant  of 

2 

2 

1 

cleanlin¬ 
ess  (S,1) 

iOvercrowd- 

!ing  (S.2) 

[Unreason- 

able  temn- 
erature  (S,3) 
Inadequate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

[ventilation 

(S.4) 

_ 

Ineffective 

drainage  of 
floors  (S,6) 
Sanitary 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

conveniences 

,  ^ 

(a)  Insuffic- 

ient 

3 

1 

(b)  Unsuit- 

able  or 
defect¬ 
ive 

2 

2 

1 

(c)  Not  scp- 

arate 

for 

sexes 

Other 

offences 
against  the 

Act  (not 

including 
offences  rela- 

ting  to  Out¬ 
work)  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS:- 

7 

5 

- 

2 

I  I 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F,  Birkbeck  for  the  following  report 

Water  Engineer’s  Dept,, 
Town  Hall, 

Penrith, 

14th  May,  1956, 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  following  report  for  the 
year  1955. 

Headworks, 


A  commencement  was  made  on  the  accommodation  works  necessary 
to  carry  out  repairs  and  improvements  at  the  Dam,  These  works 
consisted  of  widening  and  levelling  the  fell  track  from  Low 
Hartsop  to  Lake  Hayeswater  involving  the  construction  of  retaining 
walls  and  culverts.  Work  was  suspended  during  the  winter  months. 

Routine  inspection  of  the  Lake’s  perimeter  were  carried  out, 
no  matters  were  observed  virhich  required  attention. 

Trunk  Main. 


During  the  year  eleven  repairs  have  been  carried  out  to 
blov/n  joints  on  the  main.  Dresser  leak  clamps  have  been  fitted 

to  prevent  a  recurrence. 

On  2nd  December  1955  a  fractured  pipe  vi^as  located  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  Boardale  Head  Break  Pressure  Tank. 

This  fracture  cut  the  town’s  water  supply.  The  pipe  was  replaced 
and  the  Trunk  Main  brought  into  service  again  by  11,00  p,m. 

This  incident  reduced  the  water  in  local  service  reservoirs  by 
580,000  gallons. 

Storage. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  service  reservoirs  were 
almost  full,  a  total  of  1,3^5  being  in  storage.  This  amount 
v^'as  reduced  to  588,600  gallons  on  March  5th,  a  dangerously 
low  level.  This  reduction  was  due  to  bursts  caused  by  frost 
and  two  blown  joints  on  the  Trunk  Main  which  were  difficult  to 
locate  owing  to  bad  weather  conditions.  Again  in  July  stocks 
fell  to  530,817  gallons  on  the  22nd  of  the  month.  This  second 
reduction  can  be  attributed  to  the  increased  consumption  due  to 
the  abnormally  dry  summer.  The  situation  gradually  improved  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  the  figure  stood  at  1,287,414  gallons. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  total  rainfall  for  the 
year  was  22,555  inches  as  compared  v/ith  the  annual  average  which 
is  about  34  inches.  There  was  only  ,81  inches  of  rain  between 
4th  July  and  19th  August  with  43  «iry  days  in  that  period. 


19, 


Steps  were  taken  to  repair  damage  to  installations  caused 
by  trespassers  at  Fairhill  Reservoir  and  a  new  6’-0''  unclimbable 
fence  was  erected. 


Distribution, 

Watermain  Extension  Schemes  at  Friars  Road,  and  at  Milner 
Mount  for  100  houses,  were  laid  and  completed,  3204  dwelling- 
houses  are  supplied  and  a  population  of  approximately  10,483  is 
served  by  watermains. 

There  are  only  two  dwellings  which  are  not  supplied  by  the 
Water  Undertaking,  These  consist  of  one  farm  and  one  cottage 
in  the  rural  portion  of  the  Urban  District, 

There  are  approximately  29^  miles  of  distribution  main 
in  service. 

One  leakage  was  located  and  repaired  on  the  6”  Distribution 
Main  in  Drovers  Lane, 


V/ater  Services, 


18  new  water  communication  pipes  were  connected  to  the 
distribution  mains. 


25  communication  pipes  which  were  in  a  defective  and 
incrusted  condition  were  replaced, 

10  leakages  were  located  and  repaired. 


Duplication  of  Trunk  Main, 

Work  began  in  August  on  the  duplication  of  the  trunk  main 
from  the  Filterhouse  to  Boardale  Head  Break  Pressure  Tank,  the 
remarkably  good  weather  has  assisted  greatly  in  the  progress 
of  the  works  which  were  approximately  40^  complete  by  the  end 
of  December, 


The  new  main  consists  of  Spun  Iron  and  Bitumin  Lined  and 
sheathed  9"  diameter  Steat  water  pipes  of  which  I669  yards  had 
been  laid  and  Jointed  upto  the  year  end. 


Average 


Water  Consumption, 


daily  consumption  ,,, 


397,644  g.p.h. 


Domestic  Consumption  ,,, 
Industrial  ,,,  ,0,  oo. 
Agricultural  •••  ,,,  ,,, 
General  Business  •••  ,,, 
Municipal  and  Public  Services 


•  ••  0  9  •  0«t 

•  •••  ••• 

•  ••  • o  •  •  •  o 

•  ••  9^9  099 

•  00  9  9  9  9  9  9 


29.65 

.97 

2,78 

1.97 

2,54 


Total  Gallons  per  head  per  day 


37.91 


There  has  beer  a  decrease  of  0,02  gallors  per  head  per  day 
or  the  previous  year.  Domestic  corsumptior  has  decreased  by 
0,19  gallora  per  head  per  day,  Irdustrial  corsumptior  is 
corsiderably  lower  whilst  there  has  beer  ar  ircrease  ir  the 
demard  of  Muricipal  ard  Public  Services. 

The  total  rumber  of  corsumers  meters  ir  use  is  201, 

V/ater  Treatmert, 

It  is  proposed  that  durirg  the  comirg  year  the  strairers 
ir  the  Bell’s  Vertical  Pressure  Filters  shall  be  replaced.  The 
rew  type  of  strairer  will  give  more  effioiert  flow  ard  reduce 
mairterarce.  The  filters  will  be  re-sarded  at  the  same  time. 

Measures  are  beirg  taker  to  remove  possible  sources  of 
pollutior  at  the  Headworks,  the  Break  Pressure  Tarks  ard  at  all 
Storage  Reservoirs,  Much  of  this  work  could  be  avoided  if  the 
public  would  refrair  from  damagirg  the  irstallatiors,  some  of 
which  are  remote  ard  difficult  to  supervise. 

The  possibility  of  ar  additioral  lire  of  deforce  agairst 
cor tamiratior  of  the  supply  ir  the  form  of  chloriratior  has  beer 
irvestigated,  particulars  of  various  types  of  plart  have  beer 
obtaired  ard  a  full  report  is  beirg  prepared. 

Bacteriological  ard  chemical  aralysis  of  the  water  has 
proved  satisfactory.  It  is  irterestirg  to  rote  that  the 
Fluoride  cortert  is  0,13  parts  per  millior, 

BM+E 

EXAMINATION  OF  VyATER. 

CUmERLAND  PATHOLOGICAL  LAB0Ri\T0RY. 

Bacteriological  Examiratior, 

Time  ard  place  of  sample  taker  from  filter  house  or  20,3.55  at 
4.00  p,m.  Raw  Water, 

Bacteriology, 

Agar  plate  court  0,1  ml,  1  ml,  10  ml, 

colories.  colories,  colories. 

At  22°C  -  - 

At  37°C  -  - 

Probable  rumber  of  coli-aerogeres  presort  ir  100  ml,  -  Nil, 
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Chemical  Exatnination, 

Chemistry> 

Appearance  in  a  2-ft,  tube  clear  and  colourless, 

pH ,  7.3  parts  per  million 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen,,,,,*, .  0,008 

Albuminoid  nitrogen,,,,,,,,,,,,,,*,,,,,,,,  0,028 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites . . . ,,, . . 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates.,.,, . ,*,.,,.,** 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  N/80  permanganate  in 

15  mins,  at  27°C. ,  0,28 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  N/80  permanganate  in 

4  hours  at  27°C . . . . . .  0,56 

Dissolved  solids  dried  for  1  hour  at  1 80°C  70 

Suspended  matter . 

Hardness  -  Total . ,,,. . .*.,*,*.  25 

-  Carbonate.,,,,,,,,,,, .  1 

-Non-carbonate . . . .  24 

Chlorine  present  as  chlorides, ,  6,0 

Free  chlorine..,,,,, . . . . 

Free  carbon  dioxide.,,,,.,,*,, . . . 

Heavy  metals . 0,0 

Opinion ; 


Bacteriologically  and  chemically  a  satisfactory  water, 

RACHEL  M.  BELL. 

Biochemist, 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  F.  BIRKBECK, 

F.R.I.C.S.,  M.I.Mun.E,,  M.I.H.E. 
Water  Engineer. 
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Statistical  Tables 


on  the 


Work  Carried  Out 


by  the 


Sanitary  Inspector 


durin,^  the  year. 
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To  Dr,  I.  S,  Jones, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Sir; 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  ray  report  for  the  year  '1955 
ranch  of  which  is  in  the  form  of  statistical  tables,  Vi/ork  has 
been  centred  around  Housing,  Meat  and  Pood  Inspection,  Pood 
Hygiene  and  Rodent  Control, 

HOUSIHCs 

A  survey  of  the  tovifn’s  sub-standard  houses  was  corapleted 
during  the  year  and  as  a  result  preparations  for  the  Council’s 
first  post  war  slum  clearance  v/as  coraraenced.  The  ex-army  camp, 
Carleton  Avenue,  has  begun  to  grow  smaller  and  of  the  95  huts 
used  for  human  habitation  27  have  either  been  demolished  or 
withdrawn  from  housing  service.  At  the  time  of  writing  this 

report  a  further  17  huts  have  either  been  demolished  or  closed 
bringing  the  total  to  44  huts  out  of  the  original  95  either 
closed  or  demolished, 

MEAT  INSPECTION; 

Again  it  was  possible  to  ensure  one  hundred  per  cent 
inspection  of  all  the  animals  killed  at  the  Public  Abattoir, 

The  private  slaughterhouse  which  re-opened  in  Myers  Lane  never 
really  got  started  and  has  nov/  been  idle  for  some  time* 

MILK  SUPPLY;-  Pood  Drugs  Act  1955. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations) ( Specif ied  Areas)  Order 
will  make  no  change  in  the  existing  milk  supply  arrangements  in 
the  town  as  all  milk  retailed  in  Penrith  is  either  Tuberculin 
Tested,  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised,  The  schools  nov/  receive 
Pasteurised  Milk, 

UHSOUND  POOD; 

The  system  of  ’’condemning”  food  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  has  continued  satisfactory. 

The  manufacturers  and  wholesalers  appear  to  be  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  ’’condemned  notes”  given  in  exchange  for 
goods  found  to  be  unsaleable  are  only  given  on  foods  which  are 
genuinely  unsound  and  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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SHOPS  ETC.  MERE  FOOD  IS  SOLD: 


Confectioners 

44. 

Bakehouses 

6, 

Grocers 

25. 

Pish  and  Chip 

Cafes/Hotels 

28. 

Shops 

7. 

Butchers 

15. 

Greengrocers 

12. 

Confectioners/ 

Wet  Pish 

3. 

Cafes  4. 


FOOD  HYGIENE; 

During  the  year  all  food  shops  have  been  visited  and 
advice  given  when  required. 

The  new  regulations  which  become  operative  in  1956  will 
help  to  unify  the  standards  of  hygiene  requested  of  the  Shop 
Keeper, 

Despite  new  regulations  and  ’'codes  of  hygiene”  it  is  the 
customer  that  can  ensure  the  highest  standard  of  cleanliness 
in  our  shops  by  making  purchases  ONLY  at  premises  which  appear 
clean  and  where  the  staffs  are  hygiene  conscious. 

Owners  would  be  the  first  to  ensure  that  their  premises 
and  staff  were  one  hundred  per  cent  if  customers  were  more 
discriminate. 

ICE  CREMili 


There  are  four  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice  cream  and  forty-one  premises  registered  for  the  sale  and 
storage  only. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  samples  taken 
for  examination  since  1949J- 


Grade  I, 
Grade  II, 
Grade  III, 
Grade  IV, 


Good 

Fairly  Good 
Poor 

Very  Poor 


19  19  19  19  19 

49  50  51  52 _ ^ 

7  10  12  ^ 

5  4  2  1  6 

2  2  4  6  6 

3  1-22 


19 


1 

3 


19 


Altogether,  twelve  samples  of  ice  cream  were  sent  to  the 
laboratory  for  examination  during  the  year,  but,  six  of  these 
were  invalid  because  owing  to  the  high  temperature  of  the  mains 
water,  examination  at  the  Laboratory  was  impossible. 
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RODENT  CONTROL; 


This  year  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  a  great 
improvement  in  this  field  of  work.  The  whole  town  sewerage 
scheme  has  been  inspected  and  treatment  for  Rat  infestation 
completed,  Thacka  beck  and  open  culverts  have  received 
special  attention  and  constant  treatment  at  the  refuse  tip 
has  kept  the  rat  infestation  at  a  minimum, 

PUBLIC  ABATTOIR  -  LAIRAOE; 

The  overcrowding  of  the  existing  lairage  is  something  which 
cannot  be  avoided  without  "bedding  out"  animals  at  the  Auction 
Mart  nor  does  the  existing  lairage  comply  with  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Act  1933*  In  the  interests  of  all  concerned  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Ministry  will  reconsider  the  Council’s 
request  for  a  loan  to  provide  this  much  v/anted  lairage. 


25. 


TABLE  I 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS. 

Under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  •••  •••  •••  212 

Re  Housing  and  Housing  Applications . .  ,,,  547 

Cine  ma  s«**  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  2 

Public  Conveniences.*,  ,,,  •••  . .  122 

Rodent  Control. *  ••*  ••*  •••  •••  •••  •*•  1 67 

Schools ...  **•  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •*•  5 

Factories  •*•  •*•  •**  •*•  •*•  •••  #**  •••  29 

Outworkers  •••  •**  *0.  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  1 

Smoke  Abatement  *••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  7 

Camping, ..  •*.  •*•  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  7 

Ref us e  T ip  •••  •••  •••  •••  •*•  •••  4 

Licensed  Premises  ••,  ••,  . .  •..  21 

Infectious  disease  inquiries  .,.  . . .  35 
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FOOD 


TABLE  II. 


SUM-IARY  OP  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS. 


c  DRUG-S  ACT,  1938  • 


«  «  »  0  9 


6  •  « 


0  9  0  0  •  d 


1056 


DQXX’XCS  OOO  09  0  9  9  0 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 
Ice  Cream  Retailers  ••• 
Meat  Retailers  •••  ••• 

Fishmongers 
Grocers 
Fruiterers 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


#  9  • 


•  •  • 


•  99 


Pood  Manufacturers 
(S,14  -  Pood  &  Drugs 
Act,  1938) 


•  99 


Catering  Establishments 
Bakehouses...  ...  ,, 

Pried  Pish  Shops  .. 

Markets 
Knackers  Yard 


•  9  9  9  9 


0  9  9 


Public  Abattoir 
(Meat  Inspection) 


9  9  9 


0  0  9 


9  0  9 


9  9  9 


9  9  9 


9  9  9 


9  9  9 


9  0  0 


9  9  9 


0  0  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9  9 


9  9  0 


9  9  9 


9  9  9  0  0 


8 
8 
41 
25 
9 

60 
21 

8 

106 

4 
18 
102 
4 

.  642 
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TABLE  III. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIOIT. 


Carcasses  inspected  and 
condemned  at  Penrith  Abattoir. 


Particulars, 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

I 

j 

i 

Cows  1 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Calves 

Horse? 

f  - 

Number  killed. 

2121 

1818  1 

8896 

4572 

705 

NIL 

Number  inspected. 

2121 

1818  i 

8896 

4572 

705 

NIL  ■ 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis : 

V/hole  carcasses 
condemned. 

10 

i 

47  i 

34 

6 

34 

NIL 

Carcasses  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

■  440 

; 

655  ^ 

610  i 

111 

18 

NIL 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis, 

21 , 

38. 6'/o 

■ 

7.2^ 

22.4fo 

7.3f» 

NIL 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

Whole  carcasses 
condemned. 

3 

» 

!  NIL  ‘ 

Carcasses  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

21 

60 

22 

NIL 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis, 

.9955 

3.95^ 

: 

1 

i 

i 

** 

•  48% 

1 

» 

NIL 

Cysticercosis 

I  Carcases  ol  './hich 
some  part  or  organ 

I  was  condemned. 

10 

1 

i 

1 

\ 

1 

i 

t 

1 

1  ^ 

1 

NIL 

1  Carcases  submitted 

1  to  treatment  by 
'  refrigeration. 

10 

I 

1 

1 

: 

\ 

( 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

!  ^ 

J 

NIL 

1  Generalised  and 
i  totally  condemned, 

i 

i  .  II.  ■  ■■■  ..  — 

- 

! 

1 

j 

!  M 

1 

i 

t 

i 

NIL 
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TABLE  IVA  -  CATTLE  AND  COWS. 

SHOWING  THE  PRINCIPAL  GRQUKDS  OF  GOlTOEiWATIQN 

OF  WHOLE  CARCASSES  AT  THE  PENRITH  ABATTOIR. 


Diagnosis. 


Cattle  Cows, 

excluding 

cows. 


•  •  •  #  #  • 


•  •  •  #  •  • 


t  t  • 


•  •  •  •  #  « 


•  •  •  ♦  •  # 


•  •  • 


Moribund  ••• 

Pathological  Emaciation 
Dropsy 

Johne’s  Disease*,, 
Septicaemia 
Fevered  ,,, 

Internal  Congestion 
Fractured  spine  -  fevered 
Septic  Mastitis,,, 

Uraemia  •••  ,,, 

Septic  Peritonitis 
Gassed  -  Internal  Congestion 
Pyaemia  ,,, 

Deformity, , , 

Pathological  Degeneration 


*  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


3 

1 


i 

1 

1 

3 

10 


3 

19 

6 

3 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

1 

5 

47 
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TABLE  IVB  -  SHEEP.  i 

SHOWING  THE  PRINCIPLE  GROUNDS  OP  CONDEi.INATTn'W 

OP  WHOLE  CARCASSES 

AT 

THE  PENRITH  ABATTOIR. 

DiaCTOsis. 

t 

Number 

Pathological  Emaciation 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

15 

Peverea  . 

t  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Morlbuna  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Septic  Mastitis  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Di-opsy  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  • .  • 

2 

Septicaemia  ,,, 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  * 

3 

Internal  Haemorrhage  ,,, 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

NIL 

Anaemia  . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Septic  Pneumonia  ,,,  ,,, 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  *  * 

1 

Pathological  Degeneration 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  « •  • 

4 

Deformed  and  Emaciated  « . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Arthritis  and  Emaciation, , , 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

34 
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TABLE  I VC  -  CALVES  AND  PIGS 


SHOWING  THE  PRINCIPAL  GROUNDS  OF  CONDEB/INATION 

OF  TOOLE  CARCASSES  AT  THE  PENRITH  ABATTOIR. 


Calves. 


Diagnosis,  Number. 


Immature  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  »  0 

25 

Joint  Ill,,,  ,,, 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

3 

Internal  Congestion 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

2 

Pyaemia  ••• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

t  •  • 

0  0  0 

3 

1 

A 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

Pigs, 

•  • « 

0  • . 

•  •  • 

Septicaemia 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 

« •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Septic  Arthritis 

•  •  • 

•  •  t 

•  •  • 

0  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Acute  Inflamation 

0  •  • 

•  •  • 

#  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

1- 

Pathological  Degeneration 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

3' 

IE 
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TABLE  V  (A), 

Particulars  of  Foodstuffs  Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human 
Consumption  at  Places  other  than  the  Public  Abattoir 


A.  Tins  BloY/n> 


1 

tins  of 

Brawn, 

3 

n 

Mutton, 

20 

II  It 

Cooked  Ham, 

22 

II  II 

Luncheon  Meat, 

5 

II  II 

Mince  Beef  Loaf 

10 

II  It 

Steak. 

8 

II  II 

Corned  Beef, 

9 

11  II 

Tongue, 

2 

It  II 

Pork. 

19 

It  II 

Chopped  Ham, 

1  tins  of  Jellied  Veal, 


59 

II 

II 

Vegetables, 

363 

It 

II 

Fruit, 

17 

11 

II 

Soup, 

55 

It 

It 

Milk. 

1 

II 

11 

Cream, 

2 

It 

It 

Vegetables  and  Beef 

17 

II 

II 

Fish, 

2 

II 

II 

Salmon, 

1 

II 

II 

Pilchards, 

B,  Goods  Decomposed, 


7i 

lbs 

of 

Cheese 

6 

lbs 

of 

Shoulder  Bacon. 

4 

It 

II 

Ham. 

4 

II 

II 

Corned  Beef, 

6 

II 

II 

Pork, 

II 

II 

Luncheon  Meat, 

84 

II 

It 

Hake, 

6 

II 

II 

Jam, 

112 

II 

It 

Cod  Fillets. 

230 

Chocolate  Dainties 

2 

btle 

Sauce, 

11*3 

btles 

Tomato  Ketchup, 

C,  Goods 

Contaminated, 

7 

lbs 

of 

Sweets. 

54 

lbs 

of 

Flour, 

1 

II 

It 

Chocolates, 

1 

It 

II 

Margarine, 

lf 

II 

II 

Tea, 

24 

It 

II 

Dripping, 

3I 

II 

II 

Cheese, 

1 

pkt 

11 

Cereals, 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


RONALD.  N.  SH/JIP. 


Sanitary  &  Meat  Inspector. 
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